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of her health caused keen alarm; E. Charavay quotes
one of Mme de Ventadour's letters: "Another
of our little girls at Fontevrault is ill; she has
dysentery. We have nothing but troubles in this
world, but, thank God, we are made to survive
them!" A little while after the little girl fell out
of bed and hurt herself badly; and after that she
was always weak and delicate.

Being commissioned to paint the princesses,
Nattier had to go to Fontevrault; after a fairly long
stay he brought back some charming pieces of
work, very faithful likenesses which delighted
Louis XV and Marie Leczinska.

The Dauphin and Anne-Henriette, separated
from their sisters, had a varied and pleasant
existence, taking their part in court doings and
receiving the honours and marks of respect due to
children of the King. The prince's memory was
astonishing; after reading about Abbe Choisy's
journey to Siam, he received M. de Gencienne,
the captain of the expedition, and conversed with
him with such a wealth of detail and such accuracy
that his guest was full of surprise and admiration.
The Dauphin "was sincerely pious and took his
first communion on 8th April 1741; Cardinal de
Rohan officiated while the Due de Chartres and
the Comte de Clermont served.

Louis XV gave the Dauphin a hundred louis for
his New Year's gifts; and he spent this sum wisely
and intelligently; a large part went to charities and
good works.